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Anonymous Researcher Publishes 'Exploitarium'
Repo Containing Zero-Day Exploits, At Least Two
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metadata

Published 14 hours ago

Discovery Source Serper

Executive Summary

An anonymous researcher publicly released a repository, dubbed 'Exploitarium', containing multiple

zero-day vulnerabilities and working exploit code, with at least two vulnerabilities reportedly already

under active exploitation, according to The Register. The affected vendors and products remain

unconfirmed, and a secondary source (femtosec.io) raises the possibility that some repository entries may

be fabricated, meaning the actual threat surface is currently unquantifiable. The incident signals a trend

toward public zero-day dumping as a tactic, forcing security teams to triage credibility and exposure

simultaneously before vendor guidance or patches exist.

Technical Analysis

On June 29, 2026, an unidentified researcher dropped the 'Exploitarium' repository into public view, bundling

what are claimed to be multiple zero-day vulnerabilities with accompanying exploit code. The Register (Jessica

Lyons) reported that at least two vulnerabilities within the repository are under active exploitation, meaning, if

accurate, threat actors had either discovered the same flaws independently or obtained early access to the

material before publication.

The MITRE techniques associated with this event map to a recognized offensive workflow: T1588.005 (Obtain

Capabilities: Exploits), T1203 (Exploitation for Client Execution), T1587.004 (Develop Capabilities: Exploits),

and T1190 (Exploit Public-Facing Application). This suggests the primary exploitation paths involve public-facing

systems and client-side attack surfaces, two of the most consequential vectors for initial access.
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The evidence is incomplete in operationally significant ways. No CVE identifiers were assigned. No vendor

advisories have been identified in the available data. No CISA Known Exploited Vulnerabilities (KEV) entries or

NVD records corroborate the active exploitation claim as of the time this item was assembled. The single

primary outlet is The Register, amplified through social media reposts rather than independent investigative

confirmation. Femtosec.io introduces a meaningful qualifier: some repository entries may be fabricated

zero-days, which means defenders cannot treat the entire repository as uniformly credible. Individual items

require independent technical validation before defensive resources are committed.

This type of event, an anonymous, unattributed public dump of mixed-credibility exploit material, presents a

triage problem distinct from a standard CVE advisory. Security teams face a signal-to-noise challenge:

legitimate high-severity exploits may be buried alongside junk, and the urgency created by 'at least two already

exploited' compresses the time available to separate them. The absence of vendor acknowledgment also

means there is no patch timeline to anchor a remediation plan against.

Action Checklist

1. Step 1: Assess exposure, because affected vendors and products are not confirmed in available source

data, focus initial triage on systems matching the MITRE technique profile: public-facing applications

(T1190) and client-side execution surfaces (T1203). Prioritize internet-exposed assets and

browser/document-processing endpoints.

2. Step 2: Review controls, verify MFA enforcement on all externally-exposed applications (CIS 6.3) and

remote network access (CIS 6.4); confirm firewall rules on servers and endpoints are enforced with

default-deny posture (CIS 4.4, CIS 4.5); validate least-privilege access on systems most likely to be

targeted via public-facing exploitation (NIST AC-6).

3. Step 3: Validate exploit claims independently, do not treat the Exploitarium repository as uniformly

credible. Assign a threat intelligence analyst or red team resource to technically assess individual

repository items before committing remediation resources. Flag items showing active exploitation

indicators separately from unconfirmed claims.

4. Step 4: Activate threat hunting on exploitation TTPs, hunt for behavioral indicators consistent with

T1190 (exploitation of public-facing applications) and T1203 (client execution via exploitation): unexpected

process spawns from web server processes, anomalous outbound connections from browser or

document-handling processes, and new scheduled tasks or persistence mechanisms on

perimeter-adjacent systems.

5. Step 5: Monitor for vendor and CISA advisories, no vendor advisories or KEV entries exist in the current

data. Track CISA KEV, NVD, and relevant vendor security portals daily until affected products are

identified and either confirmed or ruled out. Set alerts for any CVE assignments referencing this repository

or associated exploit code.

6. Step 6: Brief leadership with calibrated language, communicate that a public exploit repository has been

released, that at least two exploits are reportedly active, that affected products are unconfirmed, and that

the organization is actively triaging exposure. Avoid framing this as confirmed organizational risk until

product scope is established.

IR / Forensic Enrichment
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Triage Priority URGENT

Escalation Criteria Escalate immediately to CISO and legal counsel if: any Exploitarium exploit is confirmed to
match an internet-facing asset in your inventory, a threat hunting hit produces confirmed IOC
matches (anomalous web server child processes, C2 outbound connections, or new
persistence mechanisms), or CISA adds any Exploitarium-associated CVE to the KEV catalog
— as KEV addition signals active exploitation at scale and may trigger regulatory
breach-notification assessment timelines.

Recovery Notes Recovery actions are deferred until affected products are confirmed and containment is
complete; do not reimage or patch systems under active exploitation without first completing
volatile memory and network capture per Order of Volatility (RFC 3227). Once eradication is
confirmed — malicious processes terminated, persistence mechanisms removed, and exploit
entry point patched or mitigated — restore affected systems from a known-good backup taken
prior to the Exploitarium publication date (2026-03-04 or earlier) and validate integrity via hash
comparison before returning to production. Maintain elevated monitoring (Sysmon, web server
access log review, and outbound connection baselining) for a minimum of 30 days
post-recovery, as zero-day exploitation campaigns frequently involve secondary implants or
delayed-activation payloads that survive initial remediation.

Forensic Artifacts Web server access logs (Apache /var/log/apache2/access.log, IIS
%SystemDrive%\inetpub\logs\LogFiles\W3SVC*) — zero-day exploitation of public-facing
applications via T1190 will produce anomalous request patterns: unexpected HTTP methods,
path traversal sequences, abnormally large POST payloads, or requests to non-standard
endpoints in the hours surrounding the Exploitarium publication date | Windows Security
Event Log — Event ID 4688 (Process Creation with command-line auditing enabled) filtered
for cmd.exe, powershell.exe, or scripting interpreters (wscript.exe, cscript.exe, mshta.exe)
spawned as children of web server worker processes (w3wp.exe, httpd.exe) or
document-handling processes (winword.exe, excel.exe, acrobat.exe), consistent with T1203
client-side exploitation | Volatile memory image (WinPmem / LiME output) — zero-day
exploits operating as in-memory-only implants or injecting shellcode into legitimate processes
will leave no on-disk artifacts; RAM acquisition is the only artifact source for injected code,
hooked API tables, or injected network stagers present in web server or browser process
address spaces | Scheduled task and autorun persistence artifacts — Windows Event ID
4698 (Scheduled Task Created) and registry run-key exports
(HKLM\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Run, HKCU equivalent) for entries
created after the Exploitarium repository publication timestamp, indicating post-exploitation
persistence installation consistent with T1190/T1203 follow-on activity | Network flow logs or
Wireshark packet capture on perimeter-adjacent segment — capture outbound connections
from web server and document-processing hosts, focusing on non-standard destination ports,
connections to newly-registered domains, or beaconing patterns (periodic fixed-interval
connections) originating from processes that have no legitimate external communication
requirement, which would indicate C2 establishment following zero-day exploitation

Per-Action IR Details

Step 1: Assess exposure — because affected vendors and products are not confirmed in available source

data, focus initial triage on systems matching the MITRE technique profile: public-facing applications (T1190)

and client-side execution surfaces (T1203). Prioritize internet-exposed assets and

browser/document-processing endpoints.

NIST Phase: Detection Analysis

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.2 — Detection and Analysis: Scope and Impact Estimation
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Controls: CIS 1.1 (Establish and Maintain Detailed Enterprise Asset Inventory), NIST AC-20 (Use Of External

Systems)

Compensating: Run 'netstat -ano' or 'ss -tulpn' on all servers to enumerate listening services; cross-reference against

a manually maintained asset list. Use Shodan (free tier) or Censys to identify what your organization's IP space

exposes publicly. For Windows endpoints, run: Get-NetTCPConnection | Where-Object {$_.State -eq 'Listen'} |

Select-Object LocalPort,OwningProcess and cross-reference PIDs against document-processing or browser

executables.

Evidence: Before any isolation or configuration change, capture: full 'netstat -ano' / 'ss -tulpn' output from

internet-facing hosts; currently active HTTP/HTTPS sessions from web server access logs (Apache:

/var/log/apache2/access.log, IIS: %SystemDrive%\inetpub\logs\LogFiles\W3SVC*); browser process trees from client

endpoints via 'Get-WmiObject Win32_Process | Select-Object ProcessId,ParentProcessId,Name,CommandLine'.

These volatile artifacts establish baseline state before triage actions alter live session data.

Step 2: Review controls — verify MFA enforcement on all externally-exposed applications (CIS 6.3) and

remote network access (CIS 6.4); confirm firewall rules on servers and endpoints are enforced with

default-deny posture (CIS 4.4, CIS 4.5); validate least-privilege access on systems most likely to be targeted

via public-facing exploitation (NIST AC-6).

NIST Phase: Preparation

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §2 — Preparation: Ensuring Defensive Posture Before Confirmed Incident

Controls: CIS 6.3 (Require MFA for Externally-Exposed Applications), CIS 6.4 (Require MFA for Remote Network

Access), CIS 4.4 (Implement and Manage a Firewall on Servers), CIS 4.5 (Implement and Manage a Firewall on

End-User Devices), NIST AC-6 (Least Privilege)

Compensating: For MFA verification without enterprise tooling: query Active Directory for accounts with remote

access permissions lacking MFA registration using 'Get-MsolUser -All | Where-Object

{$_.StrongAuthenticationMethods.Count -eq 0}'. Verify host firewall default-deny on Windows with: 'netsh advfirewall

show allprofiles | findstr "Default"'; on Linux: 'iptables -L -n -v | head -20'. For least-privilege validation, enumerate local

admin group members on internet-facing hosts: 'net localgroup Administrators'.

Evidence: This step reviews configuration state rather than altering live execution state; volatile capture is not a

prerequisite. However, before making any firewall rule changes, export current ruleset snapshots: Windows — 'netsh

advfirewall export C:\fw_snapshot.wfw'; Linux — 'iptables-save > /tmp/iptables_pre_change.txt'. Preserve current MFA

enrollment state for auditing purposes in case post-incident review requires demonstrating pre-incident control posture.

Step 3: Validate exploit claims independently — do not treat the Exploitarium repository as uniformly credible.

Assign a threat intelligence analyst or red team resource to technically assess individual repository items

before committing remediation resources. Flag items showing active exploitation indicators separately from

unconfirmed claims.

NIST Phase: Detection Analysis

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.2 — Detection and Analysis: Adverse Event Analysis and Intelligence Integration

Controls: NIST AU-6 (Audit Record Review, Analysis, And Reporting)

Compensating: Two-person team approach: Analyst 1 clones the Exploitarium repository into an air-gapped analysis

VM (no internet routing). Analyst 2 cross-references each claimed CVE or product against NVD (nvd.nist.gov), CISA

KEV (cisa.gov/known-exploited-vulnerabilities-catalog), and vendor security portals. Use VirusTotal (free tier) to submit

exploit binaries or scripts for multi-engine analysis. Use YARA rules from open-source rulesets (e.g., Elastic Security

detection-rules repo) to scan repository artifacts for known shellcode or exploit-framework signatures before

sandboxed execution.

Evidence: Before conducting any sandbox detonation of Exploitarium artifacts, snapshot the analysis VM (VMware:

'vmrun snapshot'; VirtualBox: 'VBoxManage snapshot') to preserve pre-execution baseline. Capture repository

metadata at time of analysis: git log output, commit timestamps, file hashes (SHA-256 via 'sha256sum *' or

'Get-FileHash'). These establish chain-of-custody provenance if any artifact is later confirmed as a live threat and

referred to law enforcement or shared with CISA via their vulnerability disclosure process.
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Step 4: Activate threat hunting on exploitation TTPs — hunt for behavioral indicators consistent with T1190

(exploitation of public-facing applications) and T1203 (client execution via exploitation): unexpected process

spawns from web server processes, anomalous outbound connections from browser or document-handling

processes, and new scheduled tasks or persistence mechanisms on perimeter-adjacent systems.

NIST Phase: Detection Analysis

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.2 — Detection and Analysis: Event Correlation and Threat Hunting

Controls: NIST AU-12 (Audit Record Generation), NIST AU-6 (Audit Record Review, Analysis, And Reporting), CIS

8.2 (Collect Audit Logs)

Compensating: Deploy Sysmon (SwiftOnSecurity config as baseline) and hunt with these specific queries: (1) Web

server child process spawns — Sysmon Event ID 1 where ParentImage contains 'w3wp.exe', 'httpd', 'nginx', or 'tomcat'

and Image contains 'cmd.exe', 'powershell.exe', or 'sh'; (2) Browser/document-handler outbound connections —

Sysmon Event ID 3 where Image contains 'winword.exe', 'excel.exe', 'acrobat.exe', or 'chrome.exe' initiating

connections to non-CDN, non-update IPs; (3) Scheduled task creation — Windows Security Event ID 4698 (A

scheduled task was created) with creation time post-Exploitarium publication date; (4) New persistence — Autoruns

(Sysinternals) delta scan comparing current run-keys to a known-good baseline.

Evidence: Capture volatile state BEFORE any process termination or host isolation: (1) Full memory acquisition using

WinPmem (free) or LiME for Linux — exploit-injected shellcode or in-memory implants from zero-day exploitation will

not survive process termination; (2) 'Get-NetTCPConnection' or 'netstat -anob' output to capture active C2 or

reverse-shell connections from web server or browser processes; (3) Current process tree snapshot: 'Get-WmiObject

Win32_Process | Select-Object ProcessId,ParentProcessId,Name,CommandLine,CreationDate | Export-Csv'; (4) Web

server access logs for the 72 hours preceding hunt activation, focusing on anomalous HTTP methods (PUT, PATCH,

OPTIONS to unexpected endpoints), unusually large POST bodies, or requests containing path traversal sequences.

Step 5: Monitor for vendor and CISA advisories — no vendor advisories or KEV entries exist in the current

data. Track CISA KEV, NVD, and relevant vendor security portals daily until affected products are identified

and either confirmed or ruled out. Set alerts for any CVE assignments referencing this repository or

associated exploit code.

NIST Phase: Detection Analysis

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.2 — Detection and Analysis: Cyber Threat Intelligence Integration

Controls: CIS 7.1 (Establish and Maintain a Vulnerability Management Process), CIS 7.2 (Establish and Maintain a

Remediation Process)

Compensating: Configure free RSS/Atom feed monitoring for CISA advisories

(https://www.cisa.gov/cybersecurity-advisories/advisories.xml) and NVD new CVE feed

(https://nvd.nist.gov/feeds/xml/cve/misc/nvd-rss.xml) using a tool like Feedly (free tier) or a cron job with 'curl' and

'grep' filtering for keywords: 'Exploitarium', 'zero-day', and the names of your highest-risk public-facing products.

Subscribe to vendor security mailing lists for your top-10 internet-exposed product vendors. Set a daily 15-minute

analyst review cadence for this feed cluster until the Exploitarium scope is resolved.

Evidence: This step does not alter live system state; no volatile capture prerequisite applies. Document monitoring

actions with timestamps in the incident tracking log (date, analyst, source checked, finding) to support post-incident

timeline reconstruction per NIST 800-61r3 §4 and to demonstrate due diligence if a subsequent breach notification

obligation is triggered.

Step 6: Brief leadership with calibrated language — communicate that a public exploit repository has been

released, that at least two exploits are reportedly active, that affected products are unconfirmed, and that the

organization is actively triaging exposure. Avoid framing this as confirmed organizational risk until product

scope is established.

NIST Phase: Detection Analysis

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.2 — Detection and Analysis: Incident Communication and Stakeholder Notification

Controls: NIST AC-1 (Policy And Procedures)
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Compensating: Use a structured situation report (SITREP) template with four fixed sections: (1) Confirmed facts —

public Exploitarium repository, two exploits reportedly active, affected products unconfirmed as of report date; (2)

Unknown / under investigation — which specific products are in scope, whether organization's internet-facing assets

are affected; (3) Actions taken — exposure triage initiated, threat hunting activated, advisory monitoring configured; (4)

Next update trigger — specific condition (vendor advisory, KEV entry, or confirmed IOC match on org assets) that will

prompt the next leadership update. Distribute via email with a read-receipt to establish documentation trail.

Evidence: No volatile evidence capture is required for this communications step. Attach the current triage log and

asset exposure inventory (from Step 1) to the leadership brief as supporting exhibits, ensuring leadership situational

awareness is grounded in documented evidence rather than verbal summary.

Detection Guidance

Because specific IOCs were not available in the provided source material, no verifiable indicators are listed in

the IOC table. The cited sources (The Register, femtosec.io) should be consulted directly for any indicators

published alongside their reporting.

Hunt for behavioral patterns consistent with the mapped MITRE techniques:

T1190, Exploit Public-Facing Application: Review web application and load balancer logs for anomalous request

patterns, unexpected parameter lengths, encoding anomalies, or requests triggering 500-series errors at

elevated rates. Monitor for unexpected process execution originating from web server processes (e.g., IIS

worker processes, Apache/Nginx child processes spawning shells or scripting engines). Verify NIST AU-6 (Audit

Record Review) compliance: confirm web-tier logs are reviewed at sufficient frequency to detect exploitation

attempts.

T1203, Exploitation for Client Execution: Hunt for unexpected child processes spawned by browser processes,

PDF readers, or Office-class applications. Look for process injection indicators, shellcode execution patterns, or

unusual memory allocation calls from document-handling processes.

T1588.005 / T1587.004, Capability Acquisition and Development: These are adversary-side techniques, but

their presence in the mapping suggests defenders should monitor threat intelligence channels for claims of

exploit code circulating in criminal markets that match the repository's apparent scope.

Log sources to prioritize: EDR process telemetry, web application firewall logs, network flow data for anomalous

outbound connections from perimeter systems, and authentication logs for unexpected privilege escalation

following any application-layer anomaly.

Given femtosec.io's warning that some repository entries may be fabricated, treat any community-shared

Indicators of Compromise attributed to this repository with caution until independently validated. D3-SFA

(System File Analysis) and D3-LAM (Local Account Monitoring) are relevant countermeasures for

post-exploitation detection on systems that may have been reached via public-facing exploitation chains.

Framework Mappings

MITRE-ATTACK

• T1588.005 — Exploits

• T1203 — Exploitation for Client Execution

• T1587.004 — Exploits

• T1190 — Exploit Public-Facing Application
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NIST-800-53R5

• SC-7 — Boundary Protection

• SI-2 — Flaw Remediation

• SI-3 — Malicious Code Protection

• SI-4 — System Monitoring

• CA-8 — Penetration Testing

• RA-5 — Vulnerability Monitoring and Scanning

• SI-7 — Software, Firmware, and Information Integrity

• IR-5 — Incident Monitoring

ISO-27001-2022

• A.5.21 — Managing information security in the ICT supply chain

SOC2-TSC

• CC9.2 — Manages risks associated with vendors and business partners

NIST-CSF-2

• DE.AE-08 — Incidents are declared when adverse events meet the defined incident criteria

MITRE ATT&CK Mapping

Technique ID Technique Name Tactic

T1588.005 Exploits Resource-Development

T1203 Exploitation for Client Execution Execution

T1587.004 Exploits Resource-Development

T1190 Exploit Public-Facing Application Initial-Access

Sources

Source URL Tier

The Register https://www.theregister.com/security/2026/06/29/anonymous-researche... T2

Exploitarium Repo
Claims: Fake Zero-Days,
Real Threat

https://femtosec.io/threat-intelligence/exploitarium-repo-fake-zero... T3

DISCLAIMER

This intelligence report is produced by Tech Jacks Solutions Security Command Center (SCC) for informational purposes only. It does not constitute
professional security advice, legal counsel, or an incident response engagement. The information herein is derived from publicly available sources and
AI-assisted analysis; while every effort is made to ensure accuracy, Tech Jacks Solutions makes no warranties regarding completeness or timeliness.



SECURITY COMMAND CENTER
Tech Jacks Solutions

SCC-STY-2026-0305
TLP:CLEAR

Generated by TJS Security Command Center  |  2026-06-30 06:56 UTC Page 8SCC-STY-2026-0305

Organizations should conduct their own validation and consult qualified security professionals before taking action based on this report. Tech Jacks
Solutions is not liable for any damages resulting from the use of this information.
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