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Published 2026-06-22T08:45:08

Discovery Source Rss

I Executive Summary

Google will enforce mandatory developer identity verification on al certified Android devices beginning
September 30, 2026, initially across Brazil, Indonesia, Singapore, and Thailand. The Android Devel oper
Verifier service operates at the OS level, blocking installation of apps from unregistered devel opers across
Google Play and major third-party stores regardless of distribution channel. Organizations relying on
enterprise-distributed apps, internally developed tools, or open-source applications from unregistered
developers face operational disruption if developer registration is not completed before the enforcement
date.

I Technical Analysis

Google's Android Developer Verifier service enforces developer identity verification at the OS level on Android
8.0 (Oreo) and later devices carrying Google Mobile Services (GMS) certification. Enforcement blocks app
installation from unregistered developers across all distribution channels, including Google Play, Samsung
Galaxy Store, Xiaomi GetApps, OPPO App Market, vivo App Store, Honor AppGallery, Transsion storefronts,
and F-Droid. The control targets CWE-494 (Download of Code Without Integrity Check), CWE-346 (Origin
Validation Error), and CWE-345 (Insufficient Verification of Data Authenticity) by requiring a verified developer
identity chain before installation proceeds. MITRE ATT&CK techniques addressed include T1195.002 (Supply
Chain Compromise: Compromise Software Supply Chain), T1553.004 (Subvert Trust Controls: Install Root
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Certificate), T1476 (Deliver Malicious App via Authorized App Store), T1418 (Software Discovery), T1553
(Subvert Trust Controls), T1475 (Deliver Malicious App via Other Means), and T1444 (Masquerade as
Legitimate Application). No CVE is assigned; this is a policy enforcement change, not a vulnerability disclosure.
Enterprise-distributed APKs, MDM-pushed internal tools, and open-source apps distributed outside registered
developer accounts are at highest operational risk. No patch exists; remediation requires developer registration
with Google before September 30, 2026.

I Action Checklist

1. Step 1: Containment, Inventory all Android apps deployed in your environment that originate outside
Google Play's registered developer ecosystem, including MDM-pushed internal APKs, enterprise tools,
and any apps sourced from F-Droid or third-party stores. Prioritize devices in Brazil, Indonesia, Singapore,
and Thailand, where enforcement begins September 30, 2026.

2. Step 2: Detection, Query your MDM or UEM platform for all Android 8.0+ GMS-certified devices and
cross-reference installed apps against your approved developer registration list. Flag any app whose
developer account cannot be confirmed as registered with Google. Log installation sources to distinguish
Play-distributed apps from sideloaded or third-party store APKs. CIS 1.1 (Establish and Maintain Detailed
Enterprise Asset Inventory) and CIS 2.1 (Establish and Maintain a Software Inventory) provide the
foundational controls for this audit.

3. Step 3: Eradication, Register all enterprise and internal app developers with Google's developer
verification program before September 30, 2026. For open-source or third-party tools sourced from
F-Droid or unregistered stores, evaluate whether an alternative registered-developer distribution channel
exists, or obtain a documented exception through your MDM policy. Apply NIST AC-3 (Access
Enforcement) and AC-20 (Use of External Systems) to govern which distribution channels are permitted.

4. Step 4: Recovery, After developer registration is complete, validate that previously blocked or at-risk
apps install successfully on test Android 8.0+ GMS devices in the enforcement regions. Confirm
MDM-pushed app deployments succeed end-to-end. Monitor device compliance dashboards for
installation failure events post-September 30. Reference CIS 7.1 (Establish and Maintain a Vulnerability
Management Process) for ongoing tracking of enforcement status.

5. Step 5: Post-Incident, Document gaps identified in your app sourcing and developer identity
management processes. Update software procurement policy to require verified developer registration as
a condition of approval for any Android app. Align controls to NIST SI-4 (Information System Monitoring)
and CIS 8.2 (Collect Audit Logs) to capture future app installation events. Review third-party app
distribution dependencies annually.

I IR/ Forensic Enrichment

Triage Priority STANDARD

Escalation Criteria Escalate to urgent if post-September 30 MDM compliance reports show installation failures
affecting business-critical internal apps on GMS-certified devices in enforcement regions
(Brazil, Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand), or if legal or regulatory obligations in those
jurisdictions require continuity of app-delivered services to customers or employees.
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Recovery Notes After developer registration is complete and MDM deployment policies are updated, validate
successful installs on at least one GMS-certified test device per enforcement region before
the September 30, 2026 deadline. Monitor MDM compliance dashboards daily for the first two
weeks post-enforcement, specifically filtering for Android Developer Verifier block events
(CINSTALL_FAILED_VERIFICATION_FAILURE) to catch any apps missed during the initial
inventory. Maintain quarterly reviews of the enterprise app inventory against the Google Play
developer registration list through 2027, as Google has indicated phased global expansion of
enforcement beyond the initial four countries.

Forensic Artifacts MDM/UEM full app inventory export including “installerPackageName’ field per device —
distinguishes Play-distributed (‘com.android.vending’), MDM-pushed, and sideloaded ("null’)
installs, which is the primary indicator of Android Developer Verifier exposure | ADB “pm list
packages -i -u” output per device — enumerates all installed packages with installer source,
capturing sideloaded APKs and F-Droid-sourced apps (‘org.fdroid.fdroid™ as installer) that will
be blocked post-enforcement | Android Enterprise enrollment and compliance logs from MDM
platform — contains 'INSTALL_FAILED_VERIFICATION_FAILURE" events generated when
the OS-level Android Developer Verifier service blocks an unregistered-developer APK
installation on a GMS-certified device | Google Play Developer Console registration records
— timestamped evidence of developer account verification status for each enterprise
developer, required to demonstrate compliance effort and confirm which internal app
developers are registered before the September 30 deadline | MDM app assignment policy
export — documents which device groups in enforcement regions (Brazil, Indonesia,
Singapore, Thailand) are assigned which apps, enabling targeted impact scoping and rollback
if a previously approved app is found to have an unregistered developer post-enforcement

Per-Action IR Details

Step 1: Containment — Inventory all Android apps deployed in your environment that originate outside
Google Play's registered developer ecosystem, including MDM-pushed internal APKs, enterprise tools, and
any apps sourced from F-Droid or third-party stores. Prioritize devices in Brazil, Indonesia, Singapore, and
Thailand, where enforcement begins September 30, 2026.

NIST Phase: Containment

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.3 — Containment Strategy: Identify and bound the scope of impact before enforcement
renders non-compliant apps uninstallable on GMS-certified devices in enforcement regions.

Controls: CIS 1.1 (Establish and Maintain Detailed Enterprise Asset Inventory), CIS 2.1 (Establish and Maintain a
Software Inventory), NIST AC-20 (Use Of External Systems)

Compensating: Export the full device and app inventory from your MDM (Intune: “Get-IntuneDeviceCompliancePolicy
+ app report export; Jamf: Smart Group targeting Android 8.0+; no MDM: deploy osquery with the “apps" table query
"SELECT name, bundle_identifier, version FROM apps;" on enrolled devices). Cross-reference APK package names
against the Google Play developer registry manually using the Play Store search and Google Play Developer Console.
Maintain results in a shared spreadsheet tagging each app as 'registered’, 'unregistered’, or 'unknown' with device
region field populated from MDM location or user HR data.

Evidence: Before making any changes to device enrollment profiles or MDM push configurations, capture a
point-in-time snapshot of: (1) MDM full app inventory report exported to CSV including package name, version,
installation source (Play/sideload/MDM push), and device region; (2) List of all MDM enrollment profiles and associated
app assignment policies; (3) Any existing allowlist or blocklist configurations in the UEM. These snapshots establish
the pre-enforcement baseline and will be required for gap analysis and audit evidence if a compliance review is
triggered after September 30, 2026.

Step 2: Detection — Query your MDM or UEM platform for all Android 8.0+ GMS-certified devices and
cross-reference installed apps against your approved developer registration list. Flag any app whose
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developer account cannot be confirmed as registered with Google. Log installation sources to distinguish
Play-distributed apps from sideloaded or third-party store APKs. CIS 1.1 (Establish and Maintain Detailed
Enterprise Asset Inventory) and CIS 2.1 (Establish and Maintain a Software Inventory) provide the
foundational controls for this audit.

NIST Phase: Detection Analysis

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.2 — Detection and Analysis: Analyze the installed app estate to identify which apps will
be blocked by the Android Developer Verifier service on GMS-certified devices in enforcement regions, and determine
scope of operational impact.

Controls: CIS 1.1 (Establish and Maintain Detailed Enterprise Asset Inventory), CIS 2.1 (Establish and Maintain a
Software Inventory), CIS 2.2 (Ensure Authorized Software is Currently Supported), NIST AU-2 (Event Logging), NIST
AU-6 (Audit Record Review, Analysis, And Reporting)

Compensating: Without a commercial UEM, use Android Debug Bridge (ADB) across enrolled devices: “adb shell pm
list packages -i -u” to enumerate all installed packages including installer source. Pipe output through a bash script
comparing package names against a manually maintained allowlist CSV. For F-Droid-sourced apps, the installer field
will return “org.fdroid.fdroid"; sideloaded APKs will return “null” or “com.android.packageinstaller’. Flag all
non-Play-sourced entries. For devices in enforcement regions, additionally run “adb shell settings get global
install_non_market_apps’ to confirm sideload permissions that the Android Developer Verifier will interact with.

Evidence: Capture before any remediation action: (1) Raw MDM/UEM app inventory report including
“installerPackageName field for each app on each device — this field distinguishes Play-distributed
(‘com.android.vending®) from MDM-pushed (‘com.microsoft.intune’ or equivalent) from sideloaded ("null’) installs; (2)
Android Developer Verifier service logs if accessible via MDM diagnostics or Android Enterprise enrollment logs, noting
any pre-enforcement block events; (3) List of devices in Brazil, Indonesia, Singapore, and Thailand with their current
GMS certification status from the MDM compliance report — GMS-certified status determines whether the OS-level
verifier will be active on that device post-September 30.

Step 3: Eradication — Register all enterprise and internal app developers with Google's developer verification
program before September 30, 2026. For open-source or third-party tools sourced from F-Droid or
unregistered stores, evaluate whether an alternative registered-developer distribution channel exists, or
obtain a documented exception through your MDM policy. Apply NIST AC-3 (Access Enforcement) and AC-20
(Use of External Systems) to govern which distribution channels are permitted.

NIST Phase: Eradication

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.4 — Eradication: Remove the compliance gap by registering all enterprise app
developers with the Android Developer Verifier program and eliminating unregistered distribution channels from the
approved app estate before enforcement date.

Controls: NIST AC-3 (Access Enforcement), NIST AC-20 (Use Of External Systems), CIS 2.2 (Ensure Authorized
Software is Currently Supported), CIS 2.3 (Address Unauthorized Software), CIS 7.2 (Establish and Maintain a
Remediation Process)

Compensating: For teams without an enterprise app management platform, use Android Enterprise Work Profile (free
via Google Workspace or open-source managed configurations) to restrict app installs to Google Play-managed
distribution only, enforcing that only registered-developer apps can reach the work profile. Document each F-Droid or
unregistered-store app requiring an exception in a risk register with: package name, business justification, responsible
owner, and planned remediation date. Use MDM policy to set “setinstallUnknownSourcesBlocked(true)™ on all
GMS-certified devices in enforcement regions as a compensating control while developer registration is completed.

Evidence: Before removing or blocking any currently installed unregistered-developer apps from MDM distribution,
capture: (1) Full list of currently installed unregistered app package names, versions, and the business functions they
serve — removal without this record creates operational blindspots; (2) MDM app assignment policy export showing
which device groups receive each unregistered app — required to reverse or update assignments after registration; (3)
Google Play Console developer account registration confirmation emails and registration timestamps for each
enterprise developer being enrolled — these serve as audit evidence of compliance effort predating the September 30
deadline.
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Step 4: Recovery — After developer registration is complete, validate that previously blocked or at-risk apps
install successfully on test Android 8.0+ GMS devices in the enforcement regions. Confirm MDM-pushed app
deployments succeed end-to-end. Monitor device compliance dashboards for installation failure events
post-September 30. Reference CIS 7.1 (Establish and Maintain a Vulnerability Management Process) for
ongoing tracking of enforcement status.

NIST Phase: Recovery

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.5 — Recovery: Restore full operational app deployment capability on GMS-certified
devices in enforcement regions by validating that registered-developer apps install successfully through all approved
distribution channels after the Android Developer Verifier enforcement date.

Controls: CIS 7.1 (Establish and Maintain a Vulnerability Management Process), CIS 7.3 (Perform Automated
Operating System Patch Management), CIS 7.4 (Perform Automated Application Patch Management), NIST AU-6
(Audit Record Review, Analysis, And Reporting)

Compensating: Without automated compliance monitoring, establish a manual weekly check cadence using ADB on a
representative test device pool in each enforcement region: “adb shell pm install -r * and observe return code —
“INSTALL_FAILED_VERIFICATION_FAILURE" confirms Android Developer Verifier is blocking the install. Maintain a
simple status dashboard in a shared spreadsheet updated weekly through Q4 2026, tracking: app name, package ID,
developer registration status, last successful install test date, and enforcement-region device test result. Schedule
calendar reminders for weekly checks through December 2026.

Evidence: Document recovery validation by retaining: (1) Timestamped screenshots or MDM compliance report
exports showing successful app installation on GMS-certified test devices in Brazil, Indonesia, Singapore, and Thailand
post-September 30; (2) MDM app deployment success/failure logs for the first 30 days post-enforcement, specifically
filtering for Android JINSTALL_FAILED_VERIFICATION_FAILURE" events which indicate the OS-level verifier blocked
an install — distinguishes verifier blocks from generic install failures; (3) Google Play Console deployment confirmation
records showing registered-developer apps are live and installable via the approved distribution channel.

Step 5: Post-Incident — Document gaps identified in your app sourcing and developer identity management
processes. Update software procurement policy to require verified developer registration as a condition of
approval for any Android app. Align controls to NIST SI-4 (no mapped control — SI-4 is not present in the
verified knowledge base reference above) and CIS 8.2 (Collect Audit Logs) to capture future app installation
events. Review third-party app distribution dependencies annually.

NIST Phase: Post Incident

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 84 — Post-Incident Activity: Conduct a lessons-learned review of the developer verification
gap, update mobile app procurement and distribution policies to require registered-developer status, and establish
ongoing monitoring for app installation compliance on GMS-certified Android devices.

Controls: CIS 8.2 (Collect Audit Logs), NIST AU-2 (Event Logging), NIST AU-11 (Audit Record Retention), CIS 7.1
(Establish and Maintain a Vulnerability Management Process), CIS 2.1 (Establish and Maintain a Software Inventory)

Compensating: Note: The original step referenced NIST SI-4, which is not present in the verified knowledge base
reference for this session and has been replaced with verified controls above. For ongoing app installation event
capture without a SIEM, configure Android Enterprise enroliment to forward MDM compliance events to a syslog
receiver (most MDM platforms support this natively at no additional cost) and retain logs per your documented
retention policy. Use a free log aggregation tool such as Graylog Community Edition to collect and query MDM app
installation events. Define a quarterly review task in your team's ticketing system to re-run the MDM app inventory
guery and cross-check against the Google Play developer registration list, catching newly added unregistered apps
before they create enforcement gaps.

Evidence: Retain as post-incident documentation: (1) Pre- and post-enforcement MDM app inventory snapshots
showing which apps were remediated, which received documented exceptions, and which were removed — this
constitutes the audit trail for the enforcement response; (2) Updated software procurement policy document with
version history showing the addition of verified developer registration as an approval requirement, dated and approved
by an appropriate authority; (3) Lessons-learned meeting notes or written summary identifying: how many apps
required remediation, which enforcement regions had the highest exposure, and what process changes were
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implemented to prevent recurrence — required input for the annual third-party app distribution dependency review.

I Detection Guidance

Query your MDM or UEM platform for all Android 8.0+ GMS-certified managed devices and export a complete
installed application inventory. Cross-reference each app's developer account against Google's registered
developer records. Flag apps installed from sources other than Google Play where the developer's registration
status cannot be confirmed. In MDM consoles (e.g., Microsoft Intune, VMware Workspace ONE, Jamf), filter
device compliance reports for app installation policy violations on Android endpoints in Brazil, Indonesia,
Singapore, and Thailand after September 30, 2026. Monitor for installation failure events logged at the OS level,
which will surface as blocked install attempts when the Android Developer Verifier service denies an
unregistered developer's app. For F-Droid-sourced applications, note that F-Droid itself and apps it distributes
may trigger verification failures if their upstream developers are not registered. Per CIS 2.1 (Establish and
Maintain a Software Inventory) and CIS 2.3 (Address Unauthorized Software), unauthorized or unverifiable apps
surfaced through this audit should be removed or documented with a risk acceptance. No specific IOC
signatures or hash indicators apply; this is a policy enforcement gap, not a malware event.

I Framework Mappings

MITRE-ATTACK

e T1195.002 — Compromise Software Supply Chain
e T1553.004 — Install Root Certificate

* T1476

e T1418 — Software Discovery

e T1553 — Subvert Trust Controls

e T1475

e T1444

NIST-800-53R5

¢ CM-7 — Least Functionality

¢ SA-9 — External System Services

¢ SR-3 — Supply Chain Controls and Processes

e SI-7 — Software, Firmware, and Information Integrity

¢ CM-3 — Configuration Change Control

¢ SR-2 — Supply Chain Risk Management Plan
OWASP-TOP10-2021

e A08:2021 — Software and Data Integrity Failures
CIS-Vv8

o 2.5 — Allowlist Authorized Software

e 2.6 — Allowlist Authorized Libraries
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e 15.1 — Establish and Maintain an Inventory of Service Providers
NIST-CSF-2
e GV.SC-01 — Cybersecurity supply chain risk management program
1ISO-27001-2022
e A.5.21 — Managing information security in the ICT supply chain
SOC2-TSC
¢ CC9.2 — Manages risks associated with vendors and business partners
I MITRE ATT&CK Mapping
Technique ID Technigue Name Tactic
T1195. 002 Compromise Software Supply Chain Initial-Access
T1553. 004 Install Root Certificate Defense-Evasion
T1476
T1418 Software Discovery Discovery
T1553 Subvert Trust Controls Defense-Evasion
T1475
T1444
I Sources
Source URL Tier
Security News https://thehackernews.com/2026/06/google-sets-sept-30-deadline-for.... T3
So | found this while https://www.facebook.com/groups/132728896890594/posts/332162988466 T3
downloading F -Droid, 2=
Android won't let you ...
Android, Epic, and https://www.reddit.com/r/Android/comments/1rvobrl/android_epic_and_... T3
what's really behind
Google's 'existential’
threat to ...
Aurora Store | F-Droid - https://f-droid.org/en/packages/com.aurora.store/ T3
Free and Open Source
Android App ...
25 Android App Stores https://www.rokform.com/blogs/rokform-blog/25-apps-store-for-androi... T3
That Unlock Your
Phone's True Potential
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DISCLAIMER

This intelligence report is produced by Tech Jacks Solutions Security Command Center (SCC) for informational purposes only. It does not constitute
professional security advice, legal counsel, or an incident response engagement. The information herein is derived from publicly available sources and
Al-assisted analysis; while every effort is made to ensure accuracy, Tech Jacks Solutions makes no warranties regarding completeness or timeliness.
Organizations should conduct their own validation and consult qualified security professionals before taking action based on this report. Tech Jacks
Solutions is not liable for any damages resulting from the use of this information.
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