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SCC Item ID SCC-GOV-2026-0067

Type Governance

Severity MEDIUM

CVSS Base Score 5.0

Affected Products Federal agency AI/ML systems, CISA-managed infrastructure, DHS/NSA/Commerce
department tooling, CrowdStrike Falcon platform (federal deployments)

Discovery Source Rss:T1 Threatintel

Executive Summary

President Trump signed Executive Order 14409 on June 2, 2026, directing DHS, NSA, CISA, and

Commerce to harden federal systems against AI-enabled threats within 30-to-60-day action windows.

Federal agencies and their technology vendors, including those running CrowdStrike Falcon in federal

deployments, must audit AI/ML tooling and align controls to new requirements. Organizations that sell to

or operate within the federal supply chain face compliance obligations within the 30-to-60-day action

windows and should begin AI system inventories now.

Technical Analysis

EO 14409 establishes a federal AI cybersecurity governance framework addressing three primary weakness

classes: CWE-284 (improper access control enabling adversarial manipulation of AI systems), CWE-693

(protection mechanism failure allowing AI-driven bypass techniques), and CWE-1357 (insufficient security

controls in AI platform architectures). The order mandates a classified frontier model benchmarking process

under NSA/Commerce coordination, a voluntary AI cybersecurity clearinghouse under CISA, and agency-level

hardening directives with 30-to-60-day windows. MITRE ATT&CK techniques relevant to the AI threat surface

addressed by the order include T1190 (Exploit Public-Facing Application), T1588/T1588.006 (Obtain

Capabilities: Vulnerabilities/Exploits), T1195/T1195.001 (Supply Chain Compromise: Compromise Software

Dependencies), T1059 (Command and Scripting Interpreter), and T1078 (Valid Accounts). No CVE IDs are

associated with this governance item. CrowdStrike has published post-EO guidance specific to federal Falcon

deployments (vendor analysis); compliance timelines are active as of the June 2, 2026 signing date.
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Action Checklist

1. Step 1: Inventory (recommended within 14 days), enumerate all AI/ML systems in your environment,

including vendor-supplied tools such as CrowdStrike Falcon AI features in federal deployments, and tag

each against the CWE-284, CWE-693, and CWE-1357 weakness classes to identify control gaps (NIST

AC-2, Account Management; CIS 1.1, Establish and Maintain Detailed Enterprise Asset Inventory; CIS

2.1, Establish and Maintain a Software Inventory).

2. Step 2: Detection, enable audit logging across all AI/ML platform components; review logs for

anomalous model queries, unexpected API calls, and unauthorized access to model inference endpoints

consistent with T1190 and T1078 activity patterns (NIST AU-2, Event Logging; NIST AU-6, Audit Record

Review, Analysis, and Reporting; CIS 8.2, Collect Audit Logs).

3. Step 3: Control Mapping, map existing access controls on AI/ML systems to EO 14409 requirements;

remediate gaps in access enforcement (CWE-284) and protection mechanisms (CWE-693) by applying

least-privilege policies and separating AI inference workloads from general-purpose environments (NIST

AC-3, Access Enforcement; NIST AC-6, Least Privilege; NIST AC-5, Separation of Duties; D3-UAP, User

Account Permissions; D3-MFA, Multi-factor Authentication).

4. Step 4: CISA Monitoring, assign a compliance owner to track CISA clearinghouse guidance updates

within the 30-to-60-day action windows; validate that AI platform configurations align with any CISA-issued

hardening guidance as it is published; document compliance posture for each mandate (NIST CM controls

apply to configuration management; CIS 7.1, Establish and Maintain a Vulnerability Management

Process).

5. Step 5: Post-Implementation, after initial compliance window closes, conduct a lessons-learned review

against CWE-1357 (insufficient security controls in AI platform architectures); formalize an AI security

policy and update vendor management requirements to include EO 14409 alignment for any AI tooling in

the federal supply chain (NIST AC-1, Policy and Procedures; NIST AU-1, Policy and Procedures; CIS 4.6,

Securely Manage Enterprise Assets and Software).

IR / Forensic Enrichment

Triage Priority URGENT

Escalation Criteria Escalate immediately to CISO and legal counsel if audit logging reveals active unauthorized
access to AI/ML inference endpoints or CrowdStrike Falcon API credentials prior to
remediation completion, or if the agency cannot demonstrate documented compliance posture
before the EO 14409 30-day action window closes, as both conditions create regulatory
exposure under federal contracting obligations.

Recovery Notes After hardening AI/ML systems to EO 14409 requirements, validate CrowdStrike Falcon
federal deployment configurations against any CISA-issued hardening benchmarks within 5
business days of publication and document attestation. Monitor Falcon API audit logs and AI
inference endpoint access logs continuously for 30 days post-remediation to detect
configuration drift or re-emergence of overpermissioned access patterns. Retain all
compliance artifacts — asset inventories, access control gap analyses, configuration
baselines, and vendor attestations — for a minimum of 3 years to support potential federal
audit requests.
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Forensic Artifacts CrowdStrike Falcon API audit logs (retrievable via Falcon API `GET /audit/v1/audits`): record
all OAuth2 client authentications, role changes, and policy modifications — the primary source
for identifying unauthorized access to Falcon AI features in federal deployments under EO
14409. | AI/ML inference endpoint access logs on federal hosts (e.g., model server request
logs at `/var/log/model-server/access.log` or equivalent): capture anomalous query volumes,
off-hours inference requests, and API calls from unexpected source IPs consistent with
adversarial model probing. | Service account and API token registries exported at inventory
time: document the pre-remediation access state for all AI/ML platform service accounts,
enabling gap analysis against EO 14409 least-privilege requirements and providing audit
evidence of CWE-284 control gap closure. | OS-level audit records from auditd or Windows
Security Event Log (Event ID 4688 — Process Creation; Event ID 4624/4625 — Logon
Success/Failure) for processes associated with AI inference services: identify unauthorized
execution or credential-stuffing attempts against AI platform authentication layers. | Network
flow records (NetFlow, `iptables` connection tracking logs, or Windows Firewall logs) for AI
inference subnet traffic: establish pre- and post-segmentation traffic baselines to verify that AI
workload isolation controls implemented under EO 14409 are functioning and that no lateral
routes to general-purpose environments persist.

Per-Action IR Details

Step 1: Inventory — within 14 days, enumerate all AI/ML systems in your environment, including

vendor-supplied tools such as CrowdStrike Falcon AI features in federal deployments, and tag each against

the CWE-284, CWE-693, and CWE-1357 weakness classes to identify control gaps (NIST AC-2 — Account

Management; CIS 1.1 — Establish and Maintain Detailed Enterprise Asset Inventory; CIS 2.1 — Establish and

Maintain a Software Inventory).

NIST Phase: Preparation

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §2 — Preparation: Establishing IR capability requires a current asset inventory as the

foundational input; EO 14409's 14-day enumeration window maps directly to pre-incident readiness activities.

Controls: NIST AC-2 (Account Management), CIS 1.1 (Establish and Maintain Detailed Enterprise Asset Inventory),

CIS 2.1 (Establish and Maintain a Software Inventory)

Compensating: Use osquery with the 'software_inventory' and 'listening_ports' tables to enumerate AI/ML processes

and API endpoints on federal endpoints without a CMDB: `osquery> SELECT name, version, path FROM programs

WHERE name LIKE '%falcon%' OR name LIKE '%ml%' OR name LIKE '%ai%';`. Cross-reference output against

CrowdStrike Falcon console's installed sensor list (available via Falcon UI under Host Management) to confirm federal

deployment scope. Document results in a shared spreadsheet tagged with CWE-284/693/1357 columns.

Evidence: This is a preparation step and does not alter live system state; no volatile capture is required before

execution. However, record a point-in-time snapshot of all AI/ML service account listings, API key registries, and

CrowdStrike Falcon sensor policy assignments before any subsequent remediation actions modify them — these

baselines will be required for post-implementation gap analysis and audit evidence under EO 14409.

Step 2: Detection — enable audit logging across all AI/ML platform components; review logs for anomalous

model queries, unexpected API calls, and unauthorized access to model inference endpoints consistent with

T1190 and T1078 activity patterns (NIST AU-2 — Event Logging; NIST AU-6 — Audit Record Review, Analysis,

and Reporting; CIS 8.2 — Collect Audit Logs).

NIST Phase: Detection Analysis

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.2 — Detection and Analysis: Correlate log sources across AI/ML inference endpoints

and CrowdStrike Falcon API audit trails to identify adversary reconnaissance or unauthorized access consistent with

EO 14409's threat model of AI-enabled intrusion techniques.

Controls: NIST AU-2 (Event Logging), NIST AU-6 (Audit Record Review, Analysis, and Reporting), CIS 8.2 (Collect

Audit Logs)
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Compensating: Without a SIEM, forward CrowdStrike Falcon audit logs (available via Falcon SIEM Connector or API

endpoint `GET /audit/v1/audits`) to a local syslog server and parse with `grep` or `jq` for API caller fields showing

non-standard OAuth client IDs or off-hours inference requests. On Linux-hosted AI inference servers, enable auditd

rules targeting the model serving binary: `auditctl -w /usr/local/bin/model-server -p rwxa -k ai_exec`. For

Windows-hosted components, deploy Sysmon with EventID 1 (Process Create) and EventID 3 (Network Connection)

rules filtering on AI/ML service process names.

Evidence: Before enabling or modifying logging configuration on any AI/ML host, capture current live state: export

existing CrowdStrike Falcon audit log entries via API for the prior 30 days; collect `netstat -ano` or `ss -tulnp` output to

record active inference endpoint bindings; dump currently active API tokens and session handles from the AI platform's

runtime config (e.g., `/etc/falcon/` or Windows registry path

`HKLM\SYSTEM\CurrentControlSet\Services\CSFalconService`). These preserve pre-change baseline evidence

required if a compliance gap later becomes an incident finding under EO 14409.

Step 3: Control Mapping — map existing access controls on AI/ML systems to EO 14409 requirements;

remediate gaps in access enforcement (CWE-284) and protection mechanisms (CWE-693) by applying

least-privilege policies and separating AI inference workloads from general-purpose environments (NIST AC-3

— Access Enforcement; NIST AC-6 — Least Privilege; NIST AC-5 — Separation of Duties; D3-UAP — User

Account Permissions; D3-MFA — Multi-factor Authentication).

NIST Phase: Containment

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.3 — Containment: Applying least-privilege and workload separation to AI/ML inference

environments limits blast radius if an AI-enabled threat actor exploits overpermissioned model endpoints or API

credentials, consistent with EO 14409's mandate to harden federal AI systems within 30–60 days.

Controls: NIST AC-3 (Access Enforcement), NIST AC-6 (Least Privilege), NIST AC-5 (Separation of Duties)

Compensating: Without enterprise PAM tooling, enforce least-privilege on CrowdStrike Falcon federal deployment

service accounts by auditing Falcon role assignments in the console (Settings → Users → Roles) and removing Falcon

Admin or Detection Analyst roles from accounts that only require read access. For AI inference workload separation on

Linux, use network namespaces (`ip netns`) or Docker network policies to isolate model-serving containers from

general application networks. Validate separation with `iptables -L` or `nft list ruleset` to confirm no lateral routes exist

between the inference subnet and corporate VLAN.

Evidence: Before revoking any service account permissions, API tokens, or modifying network segmentation rules on

AI/ML hosts, capture: full export of current Falcon role-to-user mappings (Falcon API `GET

/user-management/queries/users/v1`); active OAuth2 token grants for AI platform API clients; `ip route show` and

`iptables -L -n -v` on inference hosts to document pre-change network topology. Revoking sessions or modifying ACLs

without this capture destroys evidence of the pre-remediation access state, which is required for EO 14409 compliance

audit documentation.

Step 4: CISA Monitoring — assign a compliance owner to track CISA clearinghouse guidance updates within

the 30-to-60-day action windows; validate that AI platform configurations align with any CISA-issued

hardening guidance as it is published; document compliance posture for each mandate (NIST CM controls

apply to configuration management; CIS 7.1 — Establish and Maintain a Vulnerability Management Process).

NIST Phase: Recovery

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §3.5 — Recovery: Verifying that restored and hardened AI/ML configurations align with

CISA-issued guidance as it is published constitutes the verification and integrity-confirmation activity that closes the EO

14409 remediation cycle before systems are returned to full operational status.

Controls: CIS 7.1 (Establish and Maintain a Vulnerability Management Process)

Compensating: Assign one team member to subscribe to CISA's RSS feed

(`https://www.cisa.gov/cybersecurity-advisories/all.xml`) and CISA's AI/ML-specific guidance page for automated

update notifications. Use a free Kanban tool (Trello free tier or GitHub Issues) to track each CISA hardening bulletin as

a ticket, linked to the specific CrowdStrike Falcon configuration or AI platform component it governs, with a

documented compliance attestation date. For configuration drift detection without a CSPM, schedule a weekly

`osquery` query against AI platform config files to detect unauthorized changes: `SELECT * FROM file WHERE path
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LIKE '/etc/falcon/%' AND mtime > (strftime('%s','now') - 604800);`.

Evidence: This step does not alter live system state on compromised hosts and does not require volatile evidence

capture before execution. Retain point-in-time configuration exports (CrowdStrike Falcon policy snapshots, AI

inference server config files) dated at the start of each 30/60-day EO 14409 window as compliance baseline evidence.

These serve as audit artifacts demonstrating configuration posture at each mandate checkpoint.

Step 5: Post-Implementation — after initial compliance window closes, conduct a lessons-learned review

against CWE-1357 (insufficient security controls in AI platform architectures); formalize an AI security policy

and update vendor management requirements to include EO 14409 alignment for any AI tooling in the federal

supply chain (NIST AC-1 — Policy and Procedures; NIST AU-1 — Policy and Procedures; CIS 4.6 — Securely

Manage Enterprise Assets and Software).

NIST Phase: Post Incident

Reference: NIST 800-61r3 §4 — Post-Incident Activity: Lessons-learned review of control gaps identified under EO

14409's AI governance mandate, formalization of AI security policy, and vendor contract updates constitute the

documentation, policy improvement, and intelligence-sharing activities that close the post-incident cycle and reduce

recurrence risk.

Controls: NIST AC-1 (Policy and Procedures), NIST AU-1 (Policy and Procedures), CIS 4.6 (Securely Manage

Enterprise Assets and Software)

Compensating: Conduct lessons-learned using a structured after-action report template (NIST 800-61r3 Appendix A

checklist) populated by the two-person team, specifically documenting which CWE-1357 architectural gaps (e.g.,

missing API authentication layers on CrowdStrike Falcon inference endpoints, absence of model-query rate limiting)

were identified and remediated. For vendor management updates, add EO 14409 alignment as a contractual clause in

vendor questionnaires using CISA's AI supply chain security checklist as the reference template once published; in the

interim, use NIST AI RMF (AI 100-1) Govern 1.1 as the policy basis.

Evidence: No live system state is altered in this phase; no volatile evidence capture is required. Archive all compliance

documentation produced during the EO 14409 action windows — including AI/ML asset inventory exports, Falcon audit

log reviews, access control gap analyses, and configuration baseline snapshots — into an immutable evidence store

(WORM-configured S3 bucket, write-protected NAS share, or equivalent) before finalizing the lessons-learned report.

These records constitute the audit trail for federal supply chain compliance verification.

Detection Guidance

Monitor AI/ML platform access logs for T1190 indicators: unexpected external requests to model inference

endpoints, API calls from unauthorized source IPs, and parameter inputs inconsistent with normal operational

patterns. For T1078 (Valid Accounts), review authentication logs for service account anomalies accessing AI

pipeline components, particularly after-hours or from unusual geographies. For T1195/T1195.001 (Supply

Chain), audit software dependency manifests for AI/ML libraries against known-good baselines. Log sources:

cloud provider audit trails (AWS CloudTrail, Azure Monitor), EDR telemetry from CrowdStrike Falcon or

equivalent endpoint detection platforms for federal endpoints, SIEM correlation on AU-2-covered event types.

Behavioral indicators: repeated model query failures (potential adversarial probing per CWE-284), sudden

increases in inference API call volume, and configuration changes to AI service accounts. Align log retention to

NIST AU-11 requirements to support after-action analysis within the EO compliance windows. No IOCs are

associated with this governance item; detection focus is control-gap identification, not active threat hunting.

Framework Mappings

MITRE-ATTACK
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• T1190 — Exploit Public-Facing Application

• T1588.006 — Vulnerabilities

• T1588 — Obtain Capabilities

• T1195.001 — Compromise Software Dependencies and Development Tools

• T1059 — Command and Scripting Interpreter

• T1078 — Valid Accounts

• T1195 — Supply Chain Compromise

NIST-800-53R5

• CA-8 — Penetration Testing

• RA-5 — Vulnerability Monitoring and Scanning

• SC-7 — Boundary Protection

• SI-2 — Flaw Remediation

• SI-7 — Software, Firmware, and Information Integrity

• CM-7 — Least Functionality

• SI-3 — Malicious Code Protection

• SI-4 — System Monitoring

• AC-2 — Account Management

• AC-6 — Least Privilege

• IA-2 — Identification and Authentication (Organizational Users)

• IA-5 — Authenticator Management

• SA-9 — External System Services

• SR-2 — Supply Chain Risk Management Plan

• SR-3 — Supply Chain Controls and Processes

• AC-3 — Access Enforcement

• IR-5 — Incident Monitoring

OWASP-TOP10-2021

• A01:2021 — Broken Access Control

CIS-V8

• 6.1 — Establish an Access Granting Process

• 6.2 — Establish an Access Revoking Process

• 8.2 — Collect Audit Logs

SOC2-TSC

• CC6.1 — The entity implements logical access security software, infrastructure, and architectures over

protected information assets

HIPAA-SECURITY

• 164.312(a)(1) — Access Control

NIST-CSF-2
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• DE.CM-01 — Networks and network services are monitored

• DE.AE-08 — Incidents are declared when adverse events meet the defined incident criteria

MITRE ATT&CK Mapping

Technique ID Technique Name Tactic

T1190 Exploit Public-Facing Application Initial-Access

T1588.006 Vulnerabilities Resource-Development

T1588 Obtain Capabilities Resource-Development

T1195.001 Compromise Software Dependencies and
Development Tools

Initial-Access

T1059 Command and Scripting Interpreter Execution

T1078 Valid Accounts Defense-Evasion

T1195 Supply Chain Compromise Initial-Access
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